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. s
r

e What is travel for transplantatron arid why is lt lmportant to talk about 1t? '

Most people who travel to:another country to receive a transplant orto donate an organ do.’
so for Iegitlmate reasons. However, lllegal transplants still happen which puts everyone .
-involved-at risk. - Bl .

: Th:s guadance covers what you | neecl toknow about travel for transplantation if youarea
patient waiting fora transplant (recipient} or someone.who is consrdermc donatme an organ
as a living donor. It will be updated as new mformatlon is made available,

“Travel for transplantation descnbes

1. Anyone who travels outside the UK for a transplant abroad from a living or deceased
donor. :

2. Anyone who travels to the UK from another country to donate an organ asa ]lvmg
donor. . : : ; :

What are the laws in tha UK relevant to travel for transplantation?

» Under the Human Tissue Acts in the UK, buying and selling organsfor .
transplantation is illegal and i is regulated by the Human Tissue Authority {HTA). Thiis
means that anyone who grves seeks, or offers payment or reward for donattng
organs for transplantatlon is breaking the faw and can be prosectited.

¢ Since July 2022, the HTA is obliged to act on any suspicien of iilega!l activity
mvolvmg paymentfora transplant where the tra nsplant has taken place putside the
UK =in the same ‘way as they do for transplants within the UK. The HTA neads io be
made aware of cases of concern angd they may decrcle to refer them to the UK Police
Force for further investigation.

e Under Modern Slavery Laws, it is a criminal offence if someone is trafﬁcked at

“home or abread, to donate an organ to someone in need of 2 transplant Ih May -
2023, people involved in a case of human trafﬁcklng for this purpose into the UK
were prosecuted and received maximum prison sentences:.

¢ People who break the law to make a transplant happen may face i imprisonment for

2 Human Tissue Act offence and life i rmprlsonment if they are found guilty of a
modern slavery offence. Crimes related to organ donatlon and transplantation affect
publlc confiderice, which means that fewer people may volunteer to donate their
organs, after death or when they are alive and everyone waiting for a transplant

-~ loses out.
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Why: is it important now?

:Smce 2008, there have béen strategtes in the UK to mcrease organ donatlon from deceased

© andliving donors so that people waiting for a transplant receive one when thay need if
Before the COVID-19 pandemic, this meant that the number of people waiting for a
transplant had gone down year on year, their wait had become shorter and the mcentrve to
trave[ in or out of the UK to make a transplant possible was low. Following the pandemic,
more peopfe are waltmg fora transplant and waiting times have increased. Freedom to
travel again may encourage peop[e to look elsewhere for the opportumty to have a
transplant more quickly. 2 :

Why is illegal transplantation a problem?
iilegal transplantation is a problerh for two reasons: A

‘1.Ifan organiis pald for, [t is Jllegal and anyone mvolved in the process is at nsk of
prosecutlon ’

2.The Dutcome of transplants that take place iliegally outside the UK is'often mferror in
comparison with transptants that happen in the UK where the Quzlity and Safety ‘of Organs - &
is regulated. ; :

If peaple travel abroad for a transplant agai'nst the advice of their transp'Iant team; v‘u;ithout
a medical referral or zccess to their health records, the risk of a poar outcome forthe
transplant and recipient is increased. -

People whé travel abro'ad for-a transplant and are entitled to NHS care will ba treated under
the NHS on their return: Howevex" they often come back with very little information about -
who has donated (a living person or somaone who has-died}, anything about the transplant
surgery or thetr recovery ang transp]a nt tea ms must piece together what has happened to
them. :

Th:s puts the recipient and the success of the transplant at risk becauses, if things go wrong,
it may not be possible for.the transplant team to understand the causes and the best
treatments for them.

- What can be done to avoid travel for transplantation and warn people about the risks?

Everyone involved in the organ donat:on and transplantation pmgramme in the UKis

" committed to fficreasing the supply of organs for transplant for people'who are waiting,

- where'itis legal and ethical to do so. Like most other countries in the world, the number of
people in need of a transplant has mcreased due to the COVID-19 pandemlc
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Gettirﬁg a transplant in atirmelier manner might tempt people to take risks that they would

,.not usua!ly consider but qu1cker’ does not necessarily mean ‘better’

3, : Potent:al ret:ip:ents need to be aware of the risk of prosecut:on and the health risks

asscczated with travelling abroad to receive a transplant in certain cxrcums’cances Anyone
who plans to travel outside the UK for a transpiant is advised to discuss it with the1r

'traﬁsp!ant team before they make a decision and to read the leaflet at this link
‘www.declarationofistanbul. 0rg/resaurce5 and look at the recommended websntes (see

below} so that they are fully mformed about their options.

Transplant professnonals need to ensure that patients und er thE'Il' care have access to as
many transplant opportumtles that might be suitable for them in the UK as possﬂ}le and
that all of these are discussed. As part of their duty of care, they ne,ed to provide
information about receiving a transplant outsida the UK, help patients to understand what
can go wrong and how the law works to prevent ifiagal {(payment for) transplants. They are

'expec’ged to discourage behaviour that may end‘u_p puttiﬁg their patients at risk and to A

report any concerns to the Human Tissue Authority.

Potential donors travelling to the UK

i

If a patient has the offer of a living donor transplant from someone who lives abroad, I is
better if the donation and transplant can be carfied out in the UK, provided that the person -
‘wishing to donate is suitable to donate, medlcaily and pS\/ChO|OUlC3”\/ and that the

transplant is ethical and legal,

Anyone wishing to travel to the UK to be consudered as an organ donor can only be
ednsidered if:

» All other possible [iving donor options in the UK have been explored first.
° The person offering to donate from abroad is dcma’anCF to an identified recipient in -
the UK with whom they have a genetic or.close personal relationship. This must bea
. family member or close friend with whom the recipient can show evidence of 3
relationship over time - this means that anyone from outside the UK who responds
to a social media/media call, or any case whera the reiat:onshrp camnot be clearly
evidenced would not be considered. -

¢ They can show evidence of their relatlonshlp and provnde documentatlon for UK
" “Visas and Immigration (if a UX Entry visa is neaded) and legal (HTA) reqmrements

Patients and potential living donors are responmblefor prowdmg the evidence of

Blood and Transplanit -

3 relationship that'is néeded and their living.donor coordinator (LDC} will have to ask them for .

this information prior to arranging travel and/or application for a UX Entry Visa. Transplant

professionals are expected to carefully assess péople who want to donate to make sure that

they are suitable - p,hysically and psychologically - as well as fully understand what being a.
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HumanTssueAuthoﬂty A-TRE 3 : ' 1 . ’ BIOOd and Transplant

hvrng donor mvolves and how it wuH impact on their life afterwards It is their role to make
sure people who volunteer to donate reaHy want to do so and that it ts the rlght dec:smn for
‘them. !f not, the donatlon will not go ahead

_ Further information 35 A g YR TAS .

Dec!a ratlon of istanbul on Organ Trafﬁckmg and Transplant Tounsm
WWW, declaratlonanstanbui org/

Humah Tissue Authority~ Travelling O\(ersea's for Hitegal Transplantation .
www.hta.gov.uk/guidance-public/body-organ-and-tissue-donation/living-organ-
donation/travellins-overseas-illegal -

UK Visas and Immigration :
www.gov.uk/standard-visitor/visit-for-medicat-reasons

NHS Blood and Transplant:

"Living donor information &
www.‘organdona-fion.r_1hs.uk/b‘t—:~come—é—£ivin§—donor}’.

Recipient information
WWWW, odt.nhs. uk/rr*formatlon—for-putlents/

Clinical information 3
www.odt.nhs. uk/transp[antatron/tools policies- and-crufdanc'=/pohc:[es-and -guidance/




B

'*L'L]lri ﬁ;,ﬁ_.' iy
f.e? 'éﬂ]wﬁﬁ% ﬂ&f

" “—ll: e-ﬂlllf’
: 1, o [fllrlq-ﬂ
kA J |

=
.-!j" \

16

Ol

g -

ER,

.

=y




